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Local Learning Disability Partnership Groups
July 2009
The Rules about the Group
These are sometimes called the Terms of Reference.

These rules will tell you what the Partnership Group does and how it does it.

What the Group is here to do
· To make sure that the ideas of local people are heard by the Learning Disability Partnership Board and others

· To make change happen in the local area and involve local people in this

· To help to make Valuing People Now happen in the local area. 
· To collect information about local services and things that are working well and not so well
Where the Partnership Group fits
The Partnership Group will vote for people who will represent the local group on the Learning Disability Partnership Board.

The Learning Disability Partnership Board is for the whole of Northamptonshire and its main job is to make sure that everything that is written down in Valuing People Now is happening in Northamptonshire

The Partnership Group can also pick people to be on any of the Learning Disability Partnership Board work groups.

The Partnership Groups will report to the Learning Disability Partnership Board
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How the Partnership Group will work
The Partnership Group will write a plan every year about the things it is going to work on. The plan will be about things that are important in the area.

The group will write a report every year to tell the Learning Disability Partnership Board and other people what has changed in the local area.

The Partnership group will have 9 meetings a year. At each meeting people will talk about a different topic. 

The group can use the rules used by the Northamptonshire Partnership board or can write their own rules for their meetings. 

The rules need to make sure that everyone on the group is equal and involved and the rules will say how the meetings will work.

The papers for the meetings will use easy words, big writing and pictures and symbols. This will be supported by the partnership Board office.
Some of the work that needs to happen to change things will happen outside of the Partnership Group meetings

Important things from the partnership group meeting will be sent out and also put on the Partnership Board website.
Who could be on the local Partnership Group?
The Partnership Group meetings will be open to anybody who wants to make life better for people with learning disabilities and their families.

Lots of people could get involved in the group. They could be

· People with a learning disability
· Family carers

· Staff from different teams including the Community Teams for people with learning disabilities and the County Council Learning Disability Teams

· Staff who work in different services including “day services”, residential homes, supported living, employment support services, short breaks services and they should be from voluntary and independent as well as social services and health.

· Paid carers from Shared Lives or Family Link

· Staff from local GP surgeries or hospitals

· Staff from Advocacy or other organisations

· Independent brokers

· Staff from local councils – housing, leisure services, others

· Staff from local schools and colleges and Connexions

· Staff from local job centres and businesses

· Person Centred Planning Facilitators

· Other local groups and organisations for example, volunteer centres, faith groups
· Local police and probation officers

· Local transport services for example, buses and taxi companies

· Local district or parish councillors

· Housing associations and private landlords
We want to make sure that everyone is included so it is important to involve:
· People with complex needs

· People with needs on the autistic spectrum

· People who have behaviours that challenge services
· Young people who are becoming adults

· People who have committed crimes
· People from Black and Minority Ethnic and newly arrived communities.
· And those who support them
Each group will need to decide how to invite people to their meetings

Elections and the job of a representative

The group will have an election to vote for people to be on the Learning Disability Partnership Board. These people will be called “reps” which is a short word for representatives.
The reps will have a job description that they will have to stick to.

The local Partnership Groups will vote for 3 people. 1 must be a person with a learning disability. 1 must be a family member and 1 must be someone who works in a service or in the local community.
The reps will be able to do this role for 2 years and then there will be new elections.

If a person is voted for again, that is ok and they can be a rep again for another 2 years.

2 of the reps must go to every Learning Disability Partnership Board meeting to make sure that the voice of each local group is heard.

Elected reps are not paid as a job to be at the local Partnership Groups or the Learning Disability Partnership Board but will be paid expenses, support costs and an allowance to go to meetings.

People who are already being paid for their time will not be paid extra to go to meetings e.g. a rep from a local service.

Only the elected representatives will be paid to go to the partnership groups, other people will be there voluntarily.

What should the Partnership Group be called?

Each local Partnership Group will decide their own name.
These rules were written and agreed by representatives of the Learning Disability Partnership Board in August 2009 and will be checked and changed if needed in August 2010

The Board is supported by a Partnership Board Manager and Support Officer who can be contacted on 01604 237014
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