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Hello Again!!! 
 
Although it is only October, this will be our last newsletter of 2009 as 
you have told us that December is a busy month ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 
get time to read the newsletter. 
 
We will send our next newsletter out in January 2010. 
 
There will still be lots happening for the next few months so please keep 
an eye on the Partnership Board website or talk to staff and supporters 
who you know. 
 
www.northantsldpb.org.uk 
 

We would also like to offer an apology ς this is because this newsletter 
has been sent out a bit later than we had hoped and  the date of the 
Extra Partnership Board meeting on 8th October may have passed by the 
time you receive it.  
 
The delay is because of staff members being off poorly and we are very 
sorry. 
 
We did try to tell people in other ways about the meeting on 8th October 
and we hope that those of you who wanted to come were able to make 
it. 
 

Also we are very sorry that not all of the pages have pictures. This is 
because we ran out of time before we needed to get this to the printers 
ς everything will be back to normal next time. 
 

            
 

http://www.northantsldpb.org.uk/
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In the last newsletter, we told you about the local partnership groups that 
will be happening in 7 areas of the county. 
 
The local groups will meet regularly and representatives from the groups 
can feed their thoughts and comments into the county Partnership Board 
every 6 weeks. 
 
We have just employed 2 workers to run the partnership groups and they 
will be starting in the next month or so. 
 
In the next newsletter we hope to tell you the dates of the first 
partnership group meetings. 
 
We need people with learning disabilities, carers, support staff and 
anybody with an interest in learning disability  to join their partnership 
group. If you are interested, please contact Lisa Judge on 01604 237014  or 
email LJudge@northamptonshire.gov.uk 
 
We have also just employed a Community Development Worker for Black 
and Minority Ethnic communities. This person will be based with the 
Council for Ethnic Minority Communities and will be finding out about 
people  with learning disabilities in ethnic communities. They will work 
with these people to help them to access and develop different services to 
meet their needs. 
 
In the next newsletter we will tell you about the funding bids that we have 
received and the projects that we will be giving money to this year. 
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Northamptonshire has recently won a bid from the Department of Health to be 
a Ψ5ŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ ǎƛǘŜΩ ŦƻǊ /ŀǊŜǊǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ was a partnership bid between 
Northamptonshire Primary Care Trust and Northamptonshire County Council.  
This will mean the following: 
 

 There will be 5 new Carer Assessment and Support Workers to look at 
ŎŀǊŜǊǎΩ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ   

 A new Social Enterprise for Carers is going to be started.  This should 
improve sitting services and one to one support for carers 

 Funding for a full time counsellor for carers 

 Funding for a full time advocacy worker for carers 
We will tell you more about the project in the next newsletter. 
 

So far we have given 79 Carers of people over 16 years with a 
learning disability a Personal Budget.  We still have a few more to 
process.  Also, we have given a Personal Budget to some Carers 
of young people under 16 years.  This project has been a big 
success. 

 

We had a large amount of carers apply for a budget, over 425, this was more 
than we expected and we ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ the systems in place to cope. The team 
would like to thank everyone for your patience and want you to know that we 
now have the systems in place to process personal budget applications quicker.   
 

We have started a waiting list for ŎŀǊŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀǇǇƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
pilot scheme who would be interested in applying for a personal 
budget in the future.  If you would like to go on this waiting list, 
telephone either Maureen Jerram or Jenny Osborne on 01604 
237602, or e-mail us on carers@northamptonshire.gov.uk 
 

For more information 
 

Contact the Quality Team on 01604 237680 or email 
Quality@northamptonshire.gov.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Quality@northamptonshire.gov.uk
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Northamptonshire County Council has been working with the Royal and Derngate 
Theatres, people who use services, their carers and staff to produce The Isle of 
Light, a performance about self directed support and personal budgets. 
 
Over the past few months there have been workshops where people with 
disabilities have worked with professional writers, producers and actors to tell 
their stories about using traditional services or having a personal budget through 
music or drama. 
 
These stories will be used in the Isle of Light where we join a young man with a 
disability called Arthur as he goes on his journey through the seven steps of Self 
Directed Support to get his personal budget and have the independent life he 
chooses. 
 
This show is for anyone who is interested in having choice and control over their 
support and services from Health and Adult Social Services. There will be 18 
performances of the Isle of Light around the county. The details of venues, dates 
and how to get tickets will be on the County Council website and the Partnership 
Board website very soon. 
 
www.northamptonshire.gov.uk 
www.northantsldpb.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information 
 
 
 

Contact Sarahlee Richards on 01933 220720 or email 
SDS@northamptonshire.gov.uk 
 

 

 

http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/
http://www.northantsldpb.org.uk/
mailto:SDS@northamptonshire.gov.uk
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Nick Willmore. director of  the NHS Campus Reprovision 
Project, tells us about the progress of the project 

 

This month we will start the next part of the campus project. The agreement 
with the housing association, Bedfordshire Pilgrims Housing Association, has 
been signed and they have started buying some properties for us. This 
agreement means that the Council will pay Bedfordshire Pilgrims Housing 
Association to make eight of the buildings into flats for people and to buy 
three bungalows. 
 

The other housing association, Midland Heart, will sign their 
agreement soon. They will buy homes for 53 people, and 
already we have homes for 20 people that are ready for them 
to buy. This will leave us 33 people to find homes for by 
Christmas. It will not be easy, but it is possible. 
 
The other big problem has been choosing which staff are going 
to stay with people as they move to their new homes. Many of 
the healthcare workers will carry on supporting people, but we 
need to sort out what arrangements need to be there for the 
nurses. We are aware that this is getting very late in the 
project and is a big worry. 

Each person has been told what money they will have for their care and 
support (their Individual Budget) and they can now start planning their 
services. 
 

 For more information 
                        Contact Nick Willmore on 01604 237223 or email                                                                                         
                        NWillmore@northamptonshire.gov.uk 
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The Developing Community Lives Plan was sent out to 
people on 9th July 2009 after being launched at the 
Learning Disability Partnership Board meeting. It gives the 
important messages that the team collected from people 
who use services, their families and from people in 
transition (young people who are leaving school or 
college). 

 
Listening meetings for carers were set up across the county during July 
and August. Meetings run by Parents in Partnership and Speaking Up 
were also held for people to tell us what they think about the Plan. 
 

Everyone was asked to fill in a feedback form to say what 
they thought was good about the plan and also what 
worried them about it. Not many people have sent this 
back to us so far.  

 
Not a lot of people came to the meetings for parents and carers so we 
decided to set up more meetings in September. More forms have been 
posted to parents and carers so that they can send back their comments 
instead if they want to. 
 

Lots of people with learning disabilities and staff attended 
their meetings and more meetings are happening this 
month. 
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So far, people are worried about: 

 How the Community Resource Centres will work? 

 What equipment the Resources Centres will have? 

 How people will see their friends if people move and services 
change? 

 What will happen to Council Staff ς will they stay with the people 
they support? 

 
Some of the good things people have said are: 

 The Council should continue to provide services and support to 
people during the changes 

 The length of time the changes will take seems to be right  

 Having services in local communities is good 

 Being able to use buildings if you need to, is good 
 
We still want to hear what everybody has to say, to make sure we can 
get things right for the future. Please tell us by 14th October. 

 
There will be a special meeting held by the Learning 
Disability Partnership Board to tell everyone about what 
people have said so far ς we look forward to seeing some 
of you there. The meeting is on Thursday 8th October, 1pm 
at Wardington Court in Northampton. 

 

 

For more information 

Contact Mel Tollervey on 01604 239400 or email 
MTollervey@northamptonshire.gov.uk 
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On 7th September, the Learning Disability Partnership Board held an 
Employment Workshop at Kettering Conference Centre. The day was 
about making the Employment Plan for people with learning disabilities 
in Northamptonshire. 
 

Over 120 people attended including people with learning disabilities, 
carers and lots of organisations. They all worked together to think about 
how people with learning disabilities can get paid jobs. 
 

We started the day with presentations telling us about what is 
happening in the East Midlands and there was information to help us 
understand more about benefits. 
 

Also there were 2 stories from people with learning disabilities to tell us 
about their experiences of jobs.  
Ian Carrier from Manchester came to tell us about his job at Manchester 
airport. Neil Douglas told us about his work as a chef at Highgate House 
(a conference centre and hotel near Northampton). Everyone told us 
how much they enjoyed hearing from Ian and Neil. 
 

We worked in groups to talk about the things that can stop people with 
learning disabilities getting a job. And then the groups worked on a 
different barrier to employment and gave their suggestions about how 
to overcome this. 
 

The groups gave some great ideas and suggestions and lots of them will 
go into the plan. 
 
The plan is being written at the moment and will be presented at the 
Learning Disability Partnership Board meeting in December. Come along 
and find out more! 
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Pure Innovations are in Northamptonshire to help 
people with learning disabilities, physical/sensory 
disabilities or mental health needs, to find jobs. They 
find real paid jobs for the people they work with.  

 
They believe people learn how to work by being in work and with the 
right support anyone who wants to work, can work.   
 
 
Pure Innovations do this by;  
 

 Finding out what people are good at 

 Finding out what they like to do  

 Making it easier to learn how to do a job by breaking it down into 
small steps 

 Getting the right rate of pay  

 Getting a better job when ready.   
 
 

When Pure Innovations find someone a job they usually 
have more money to spend to buy things they like or to go 
on holiday.   
 
If you would like to have a job ς speak to your key worker 
or care manager to find out how Pure Innovations can help 
you. 
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Lots has been happening over the summer! 
 

There was the Big Health Day in June, which asked what 
people thought about local health services. The results 
from the day were talked about at the Partnership Board 
meeting in August.   

 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǘǿƻ ΨLǘΩǎ aȅ IŜŀƭǘƘΩ ŘŀȅǎΣ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ wǳǎƘŘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ 
Danes Camp in Northampton where people with learning disabilities had 
a chance to find out about good health and have some health checks. 
 

There was a drop in day held at Allen Road for people to 
ǘŜƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ψ9ȄǇŜǊǘ tŀǘƛŜƴǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΩΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ 
will be a 9 week course of workshops to help people learn 
to look after their own health. The first workshop starts on 
22nd October. For more details contact Sharon on 01604 
678135. 

 

Some good news, we found out that some women with learning 
disabilities had been taken off of the cervical screening (smear test) 
register when they should not have been, which meant that they would 
never be invited for screening. We have now been told that these 
women will be put back onto the register so they can make their own 
decision about whether they want cervical screening or not. 
 
For more information 
 

Contact Rob Lee on 01604 651235 or email 
Robert.Lee@northants.nhs.uk 
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Consultation on Personal Budgets 
Northamptonshire County Council want to know what people think 
about Personal Budgets. You can tell them on a computer or by writing 
in. You can find more information at 
www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/asc/havesay/pages/S
DSconsult.aspx 
 
You can send your ideas in up until 30th November 2009 
 

Free Cinema Entry Card 

The Cinema Exhibitors Association Card is a national card that can be 
used to show that the holder is allowed one free ticket for a person to 
go to the cinema with them. 

 
 To apply for the card, you need to be a registered blind person or 
receive the disability living allowance or attendance allowance. 

 
The card lasts for one year and costs £5.50 

 
For an application form and more information, contact The Card 
Network on 08451231292, email info@ceacard.co.uk or go to their 
website www.ceacard.co.uk 

The Specials 

There is a new online TV programme that shows the story of some 
people with learning disabilities who live in their own home. There have 
been 4 episodes so far and the next one is on 2nd October. You can find it 
at www.the-specials.com 

 

http://www.ceacard.co.uk/
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Learning Disability Partnership Board 
 

This is an open meeting and anyone with an interest in learning 
disabilities can attend 
 

 

Thursday 8th October, 1.00 ï 3.00pm at Wardington Court, 
Northampton NN2 8AG 
 
This is an extra meeting to look at the Developing Community Lives 
Commissioning Plan. 
 
 
Thursday 5th November, 12.00-3.00pm at Kings Park Conference 
Centre, Northampton NN3 6LL 
 
This meeting is about Personalisation 
 
 
Thursday 17th December, 12.00-3.00pm at Kings Park Conference 
Centre, Northampton, NN3 6LL 
 
This meeting is about Education and Jobs 

 
 

Contact Lisa Judge on 01604 237014 or email 
LJudge@northamptonshire.gov.uk for more information 
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Advocacy  Northants has a team advocates that are 
helping people in NHS homes to make choices about 
their lives.  For more information, call Jackie on 
01604 595326 or email 
jackie.topp@nht.northants.nhs.uk  

 

Advocacy Northants provides advocacy to all disabled people and co-
ordinates Listen to Us Groups. These are local groups of people with 
learning disabilities that meet to talk about what is important to them. For 
more information contact Karen on 01933 664800 
 
 

 

Our Advocacy has advocates that can help people 
with personal budgets and moving out of NHS 
homes. Contact Kate on 01604 587451 or email 
Kate.hamilton@advocacyalliance.co.uk 
 

 

Parents in Partnership offers an advocacy service for 
parent carers.  You can speak to them on 01604 
671888 or email advocacy@parentsinpartnership.org 
 

 

Central England  

People 

First  

People First is an organisation led by people with 
learning disabilities that can offer an advocacy 
service and help with direct payments. You can 
contact them on 01536 515548 or email 
northants@peoplefirst.org 
 

 

Speaking Up are an advocacy organisation who are 
helping people with learning disabilities to tell the 
council what they want day services to be like. For 
more information, call Jody Wicks on 07872 601311 
or email jody.wicks@speakingup.org  

 

 
 




