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Would you like to support disabled people achieve better lives?

 (and earn some useful income in return)

We’re looking for people interested in becoming independent support brokers in Northamptonshire.    The work involves helping disabled and older people who require support services to decide how they want to change their lives, and helping them to find and organise the support services and other opportunities they need.    Independent support brokers may assist with all or part of this process, but typically offer each person a few days’ help over a period of several weeks.

Independent support brokers must be –

· Free of any links to the council or social care agencies, through employment or loyalty, that could affect their ability to work in the interests of the person they are assisting.

· Committed to the principle that people with disabilities have the same rights as other citizens, and are entitled to the same opportunities in life.

· Able to work with people in a way that respects their right to be in control, and to make their own decisions.

· Well-organised and able to work efficiently, with basic office skills. 

Knowledge of health and social services is certainly an advantage – whether gained through work or personal experience.  But it isn’t essential.    People who bring skills from other areas of life and work can make excellent brokers.

You’ll be working on a self-employed basis, with your details included in a list of approved local independent brokers.  People interested in receiving the services of a broker will then be free to contact you, and make an agreement with you about the help you will provide.  This means that the level of work and income will vary.   The demand for broker services is likely to increase, but right now the role will suit people who want to work part-time, not a replacement for a full-time job.   

People wanting to become brokers must complete a five-day training course, and will be offered support and guidance, especially in the early stages.

A training course is taking place in October.  So if you’re interested in working as a broker, go quickly to http://www.ndt.org.uk/brokers
for details. Alternatively, request information by post 

from Claire Willoughby on 01933 220720.  

